
Field Checklist of
Missouri River Corridor Birds

Great Falls/River’s Edge Trail

Date	 QLL

Observer

Location

Comments

	

	

	

Nearly all birds are protected by state and federal 
laws or treaties. The only completely unprotected 
species are the Rock Pigeon, European Starling and 
House Sparrow.

Download this list and find additional information at:
http://www.fwp.state.mt.us
http://nhp.nris.state.mt.us
http://www.mtaudobon.org
http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/Wild-Birds-
UMBA

Photo Credits: Russell Hill (Mallard)  
Richard Mousel (Chickadee, Great Horned Owl)
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Codes
B – direct evidence of breeding
b – Indirect evidence of breeding
M– Observed during migration
W – Overwinter
w – Observed, Dec. 15- Feb 15

Seasons of occurrence:
SP – March - May
S – June - July
F – August- November
W – December – February

Relative Abundance by season:
A  	 Abundant, common species, very numerous
C 	 Common, present in large numbers, widespread and 

likely to be seen in suitable habitat
U 	 Uncommon, present, but due to low numbers, 

behavior, habitat or distribution may not be easily 
seen.  However, an average observer should be able 
to find them by looking in the right place at the right 
time.

O 	 Occasional, present in low numbers, but are not 
expected to be seen without a special effort to find 
them.  At least a few are seen each year.

R 	 Rare, Not expected to be seen every year.  They occur 
in low numbers, may also be secretive or hard to 
identify and may be unreported for several years.

V	 Vagrant, less than 5 sightings reported in the area.

Barn Swallow M O

Black-capped Chickadee B,W A A A A

Mountain Chickadee M,w R

Red-breasted Nuthatch b,w U U U U

Brown Creeper W U U

House Wren B U U U

Winter Wren M R

Marsh Wren M R R

American Dipper M O O O O

Golden-crowned Kinglet M U U

Ruby-crowned Kinglet M U U

Mountain Bluebird M O

Townsend’s Solitaire M,w U U U U

Swainson’s Thrush M C R

Hermit Thrush M O

American Robin B,w A A A U

Varied Thrush M V

Gray Catbird B C C C

Brown Thrasher M O

European Starling B,W A A A A

American Pipit M R

Bohemian Waxwing M,W U

Cedar Waxwing b,w U U U U

Tennessee Warbler M R

Orange-crowed Warbler M O O

Yellow Warbler B C C C

Magnolia Warbler M V

Yellow-rumped Warbler M C C

Townsend’s Warbler M R R

Palm Warbler M V V

Blackpoll Warbler M O O

Black-and-white Warbler M O O

American Redstart M O O

Ovenbird M O O

Northern Waterthrush M O O

MacGillivray’s Warbler M O O

Common Yellowthroat M O O

Wilson’s Warbler M O O

Yellow-breasted Chat b O O

Western Tanager M O O O

Spotted Towhee b O O O

American Tree Sparrow M O O O

Chipping Sparrow M,B O O

Clay-colored Sparrow M R R

Vesper Sparrow b O O O

Lark Sparrow M R

Lark Bunting M V

Savannah Sparrow M  R R R

LeConte’s Sparrow M V

Fox Sparrow M R R

Song Sparrow B C C C C

Lincoln’s Sparrow M R R

White-Throated Sparrow M R R R

Harris’ Sparrow M R R R

White-crowned Sparrow M C C

Dark-eyed Junco M C C C

Snow Bunting w R

Rose-breasted Grosbeak M R

Black-headed Grosbeak M O O

Lazuli Bunting M R

Red-winged Blackbird B A A A

Western Meadowlark b C C C

Yellow-headed blackbird B C C

Rusty Blackbird M R

Brewer’s Blackbird B,w C C C

Common Grackle b C C C

Brown-headed Cowbird B C C C

Bullock’s Oriole B C C

House Finch B,W A A A A

Red Crossbill M R R R R

Common Redpoll M R R

Pine Siskin M R R R R

American Goldfinch b U U U U

House Sparrow B,W A A A A
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Greater White-fronted 
Goose

M V

Snow Goose M O O

Ross’s Goose M V

Canada Goose B,W A A A A

Trumpeter Swan M O R O R

Tundra Swan M O O

Wood Duck b,w O O O O

Gadwall B,W C U U U

Eurasian Wigeon M O

American Wigeon b,w O O

Mallard Duck B,W A A A A

Blue-winged Teal M O O O

Cinnamon Teal M C U U

Northern Shoveler M C U

Northern Pintail W C U

Green-winged teal W O U

Canvasback M O

Redhead W O O O O

Ring-necked Duck W O O

Greater Scaup M V

Lesser Scaup W U U U

Harlequin Duck M V

Surf Scoter W O O

White-winged Scoter M V

Black Scoter M V

Long-tailed Duck M,W R R

Bufflehead W O O C

Common Goldeneye W C O O A

Barrow’s Goldeneye W U U

Hooded Merganser W U O O U

Common Merganser B,W U U U U

Red-beasted Merganser M O

Ruddy Duck M O O O

Gray Partridge b,w O O O O

Ring-necked Pheasant B,W U U U U

Pacific Loon M V

Common Loon M U U

Yellow-billed Loon M V

Pied-billed Grebe b O U U R

Horned Grebe M O U U R

Red-necked Grebe M R R

Eared Grebe M A U A R

Western Grebe M U O C R

Clark’s Grebe M V

American White Pelican M U C C V

Double-crested Cormorant M O C C

Great Blue Heron M,B U O C

Great Egret M V

Black-crowned Night 
Heron

M O O

White-faced Ibis M O O

Turkey Vulture M R R

Osprey B U U U

Bald Eagle B.W C C C A

Northern Harrier B,w O O O O

Sharp-shinned hawk W O O O O

Cooper’s Hawk W O O O O

Northern Goshawk w R

Swainson’s Hawk B C C C

Red-tailed Hawk B,w O O O O

Rough-legged Hawk W O O

Golden Eagle b,w O O O O

American Kestrel b,w O O O O

Merlin b,w O O O O

Peregrine Falcon M O O O O

Prairie Falcon w O O O O

American Coot W C R C A

Black-bellied plover M R R

Semipalmated plover M R R R

Killdeer B C C C U

Black-necked Stilt M U U

American Avocet M C C U

Spotted Sandpiper M U U U

Solitary Sandpiper M U

Greater Yellowlegs M U U

Willet M U U

Lesser Yellowlegs M U U

Whimbrel M U

Long-billed Curlew M O O

Sanderling M V V

Semipalmated Sandpiper M R R

Marbled Godwit M O O

Western Sandpiper M V V

Least Sandpiper M R

Long-billed Dowitcher M R R

Wilson’s Snipe M R

Wilson’s Phalarope M C C

Red-necked Phalarope M R

Franklin’s Gull M A C

Bonaparte’s Gull M V

Ring-billed Gull B A A A

California Gull B C C C

Herring Gull w V

Iceland Gull M V

Glaucous Gull M V

Great Black-backed Gull M V

Caspian Tern M U U U

Common Tern M U U U

Forester’s Tern M U U U

Rock Pigeon B,W A A A A

Eurasian Collared Dove B,W U U U U

Mourning Dove B C C C U

Western Screech Owl b R R

Eastern Screech Owl b R R

Great Horned Owl B,W U U U U

Long-eared Owl M R

Short-eared Owl b U U U Below dams

Common Nighthawk B U U U

White-Throated Swift M V

Belted Kingfisher B,W U U U U

Lewis’s Woodpecker M V

Red-naped Sapsucker M O O

Downy Woodpecker B,W U U U U

Northern Flicker B,W C C C C

Western Wood-peewee b C C C

Willow Flycatcher b C C C

Least Flycatcher b C C C

Dusky Flycatcher M R

Cordilleran Flycatcher M R

Western Kingbird B C C C

Eastern Kingbird B C C C

Loggerhead Shrike M R R R

Northern Shrike M,w R

Blue-headed Vireo M R

Warbling Vireo M O

Red-eyed Vireo M O R

Black-billed Magpie B,W A A A U

American Crow b,W C C C C

Common Raven M O O O O

Horned Lark b,W U U U U

Tree Swallow B A A A

Violet-green Swallow B U U U

Northern Rough-winged 
Swallow

M U

Bank Swallow M O O O

Cliff Swallow B A A A


