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Slam Dunk Energy Package Should Be Law

Who could have imagined a year ago that a new Congress would bring such profound change in energy policies?  Gone, at least for now, are the days of giant tax breaks for oil companies, and gone forever is Washington’s denial of our global warming crisis.  In the coming days or weeks, Congress will make its final decisions on an energy bill that will promote conservation, cleaner fuel and power, and more energy independence for America.  
Whether the bill will be a modest step forward or a historic one hinges on Congress adopting both the House’s boost for renewable energy sources like wind and solar power, and the Senate’s long overdue increase in auto fuel economy standards.  Currently the Senate version of the bill has no expansion for renewable energy, known as a Renewable Electricity Standard (RES), and the House version does not include an increase Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE).
The public has spoken loud and clear and wants fast, effective change. An April Washington Post poll reported that the public views global warming as their most important environmental concern, with other concerns trailing far behind. (http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/nation/polls/postpoll_environment_042007.html) A Greenberg Quinlan poll released the same month found 2/3 of the public said our energy policies were on the wrong track and a nearly equal amount said we should act immediately to developer cleaner, alternative energy sources.
By putting these provisions together, Congress can succeed in making America more energy independent, more secure, retaining and creating jobs, sparking economic growth, saving consumers money, cutting pollution and taking the critical steps needed to make real progress in reducing the global warming gases that are warming the planet.  
LOCALIZE THIS IF POSSIBLE: Clean, renewable electricity can be the power source of the future if we make the investment nationally.  Already, STATE and 23 other states have enacted their own versions of an RES.  [OR IF YOU’RE STATE AND NO NEIGHBORING STATES HAVE PASSED AN RES, SAY “Already 24 states have enacted their own…”] They have rightly decided that renewables like wind and solar are key in order to reduce global warming, and cut back on our dependence on oil while creating new jobs. What everyone will especially like is that it will lower energy bills, saving as much as $18 billion by 2020. 
Rep. XXX supported/voted against a national RES.  We hope he/she will take this opportunity to do make sure that Congress finishes the job and passes a final energy bill with a strong RES.
Key Points —

· The final bill MUST include BOTH the Senate’s 35 MPG by 2020 CAFE (Corporate Average Fuel Economy standard) and the House’s 15 percent renewable electricity standard (known as RES).  The two provisions represent achievable compromises carefully crafted by each chamber and should be adopted as is, without any further weakening.  They are essential elements of any energy policy.
· This bill could save consumers billions at the pump and on their energy bills if it includes both the RES and CAFE.  

· This bill would kickstart the new clean energy economy—an energy economy that will benefit the many instead of just polluters .  The clean energy economy will create hundreds of thousands of new, good-paying American jobs.

· By helping to break our addiction to oil and fight global warming, this bill will increase our national security.

· This bill represents a sea change in Congress’ thinking on energy.  For the first time ever, instead of shoveling money to the coal, oil, and nuclear industries, Congress is supporting clean renewable energy and taking action to fight global warming and reduce our dangerous dependence on oil 

For more information on the Energy bill and its importance for conservation, please contact XXXXXXX of the GROUP at PHONE. 

[NOTE TO LOCAL ORGANIZERS:  THIS MEMO CAN BE EASILY TRANSFORMED INTO AN OP-ED AND SUMBITTED TO YOUR PAPER FOR PUBLICATION.  TO DO SO, CONSIDER LOCALIZING IT FURTHER BY INCORPORATING WHETHER YOUR STATE OR NEIGHBORING STATES HAVE AN RES, OR IS PARTICULARLY AT RISK FROM GLOBAL WARMING. CONTACT AUDUBON’S DC OFFICE IF YOU WOULD LIKE MORE GUIDANCE.]
